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Introduction

There are many seniors who are technologically challenged as they did not grow up with all the gadgets available to us today. Computers, phones, tablets, digital cameras, all have a learning curve. This book is an introduction to the wonderful world of digital photography, aimed at seniors, but applicable to anyone just starting out.

Review

Rich's main emphasis is on using the camera in your phone or tablet. He barely touches on stand-alone digital cameras. The assumption seems to be, if you are just starting out, you are not going to buy an expensive camera, rather you will use the one already in your pocket or in your carrying bag. 

He reinforces this opinion in the title of his first chapter, “Getting Started with Digital Photography Using Your Mobile Device”.

The next two chapters give a basic overview of how to take photos under varying conditions using your mobile device. 

He gives specific step-by-step instruction for both the iPhone and Android devices throughout the book. With one exception, this reviewer feels he is clear in his instructions and on target. 

On p. 85 Rich states, “Taking a candid shot of one or more people is relatively easy, as long as you (the photographer) are positioned in the right place at the right time and you don't interfere in any way with the person or people you're photographing.” In the reviewer’s experience, it is very difficult to take a candid photo that captures the exact moment wanted. It takes patience and a bit of luck (right time and right place) to capture a great candid.

How to transfer photos from your phone or tablet to your computer, editing your photos on your mobile device or computer and how to organize your photos on these devices are covered in the next six chapters. 

Various ways to share your photos, via email, online, a digital diary, printing from a service or your own printer, and making a photo book round out the next six chapters.

The book is lavishly illustrated, each written step in a process is numbered and shown on the illustration what button you need to push or swipe in your device to accomplish the task. 

The detail is fabulous for a newbie. Others, who are more experienced, can scan the steps to reinforce their knowledge.

Conclusion

There are hundreds of books explaining photography, none which this reviewer has seen which is as complete as Rich's book is for the newbie. 

It is a very easy read. It can be read cover to cover, or you can read the specific chapters which interest you. A welcome addition to books for the beginner.
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